Dear Vysya brothers and sisters,

As members of Vysya community in a foreign land we have made a difference.   It is time, and also we have the strength in the community, to plant our roots here.  Each of us has a different view and varying degrees of affinity to the Vysya community, but we have to have a place of our own to congregate and build upon our common heritage. 
Vision
Vasavi Seva Foundation (VSF) has embarked on a project to create a place for all of us to come together, a place where we can find our roots, and also for our later generations to benefit from. This place is centrally located and is in Alviso (North San Jose).  Since we are not a big enough community yet to have an independent place, VSF plans to build Sri Vasavi Kanyaka Parameshwari sanctum in Sri Balaji temple that will be built in the very near future at this Alviso location. Balaji temple has its own long term plans and a funding needs that runs into millions of dollars. We have been given an opportunity to be part of this grand plan for a contribution of about $100,000.
Location and details

As of today, Balaji temple plans are:

- To have the Alivso place (a residential property that they are already in possession of) renovated by March ’09.
- Have all the deities installed and open for worship by all by May ’09.
- Start construction of a permanent temple in the traditional architecture by late 2009.
Progress so far
As many of you have learnt from our previous communications, a few people within the community have either donated or loaned for the statue and silver ornaments. The statue was completed in June of this year and is awaiting the completion of ornaments before it can be shipped.  The ornaments are expected to be completed by end of November 2008. You can view the pictures of the statue on the VSF website http://VsaviSevaFoundation.org
Expenses incurred to-date:

Statue   $1700 
VSF contribution (partial) to Balaji Temple fund $5800
Silver Ornaments $14,000 (Paid $7,000 so far)
We are currently left with $7,700 

Requirement and plan
We are in need of funds to pay for the shipping of the statue and the ornaments, and to do to the prathistapana at the Alviso site in a memorable way with all your support and participation.
Our financial needs and the timeline by when we need:
25K by end of 2008

40K in 2009

35K in 2010.

We recognize that there is a financial turmoil world wide and it does not seem like an ideal time to ask for your contributions. It is an very unfortunate timing. However a good deed should not be a victim of bad timing. Someone in our community who has stepped forward to contribute had the following to say about the timing – “Money in stocks are anyways lost. At least I'm happy to see that my money contributed here will be there forever and that too for a good cause.”
VSF is making an earnest request for a share that you might have already set aside in mind for 2008 charity.  It is our sincere hope that you see a value for your family in what VSF is proposing and will support the cause the best you can. VSF is a very loosely formed, passionate, non profit volunteer driven organization; we very much welcome your involvement and support.  We hope to achieve the goal of 25K this year.
For information please visit http://www.vasavisevafoundation.org
To send an email address it to vasavisevafoundation@gmail.com
Or call any of the following:

